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God’s Eternal Decree 


All men alike are “by nature the children of wrath,” and justly 





obnoxious to the penalty of the law antecedently to the gift of Christ 
to be their Saviour. It is because they are in this condition that vicarious 
satisfaction of divine justice was absolutely necessary in order to the 
salvation of any, otherwise, the Apostle says, “Christ is dead in vain.” 


Hence if any are to be saved, justice itself demands that their salvation 





shall be recognized as not their right, but a sovereign concession on the 
part of God. None has a natural right to salvation. And the salvation 


of one cannot give a right to salvation to another. 


Salvation is declared to be in its very essence a matter of grace, 


and if of grace, the selection of its subjects is inalienably a matter of 


divine discretion. Lam. 3:22; Rom. 4:4; 9:6; Eph. 1:6,7. 





A. A. Hopce 
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EDIIVORIAL 


His Bow Abides in Strength 


Readers of the Journal, especially the Sunday 
School teachers who have profited by the 
illuminating Sunday school lesson comments 
of Rev. J. Kenton Parker since December 1944 
will regret to learn of his serious illness the 
past six weeks. At one time his life was despaired 
of. However, he has rallied somewhat, though 
still bedridden. Nevertheless, even in his confine- 
ment he has kept well ahead of schedule with his 
lesson treatments, and continues to render bedside 
service (in reverse) to his three congregations, 
Center, Shearer and Sherill’s Ford. Through 
friends we have learned that Dr. Parker, while 
propped in a hospital bed, has received four people 
into the church on confession and by baptism, has 
performed a marriage ceremony and baptized an 
infant. General MacArthur, soon after the Korean 
War gave utterance to a saying that echoed around 
the world: “Old soldiers do not die; they just 
fade away.” Our lesson commentator refuses to 
“fade away” though bedridden at 75, and we trust 
that the Lord will spare him to us for many active 
years yet. 


We are wishing him, in advance a “Happy 
Birthday” on August 7! 
W.CS. 





Billy Graham in San Francisco 


The writer has attended a number of Crusade 
meetings in various cities here in America and 
abroad. Each has its own significance and faces 
some problems unique in that area. 


San Francisco is probably the most pagan 
city in the United States. It is hard for Chris- 
tians in the East or South to realize the insig- 
nificant place which Christianity has in an area 
where history has more to do with gold than 
with God and where the flesh is far more 
dominant than the Spirit. There are only some 
40,000 Protestants in San Francisco and it is 
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said that not more than 4% of the population 
attend church services on Sunday. In four and 
one half days in that city we saw more drunk- 
enness on the streets than we have seen in the 
rest of the United States combined in the past 
seventeen years. 


This need has caused over 1,100 churches in 
San Francisco and the Bay area to join in a 
united effort to make an impact for Christ 
where it is so greatly needed. As this goes to 
press these pastors and churches are being re- 
warded by the impact and eventual results of 
the greatest Christian witness in the history of 
that area. The attendance and the response 
for the first week have surpassed that of any 
previous Crusade. 


We spent nearly five days in San Francisco 
and during that time we attended one early 
morning prayer meeting conducted by and for 
laymen. The prayers of these business and pro- 
fessional men were an inspiration to hear and 
the deep earnestness they exhibited for making 
Christ known to their associates in the secular 
world will certainly be blessed. 


Then we attended a press conference in which 
all of the area papers were represented and 
where there appeared to be a genuine desire 
to know the objectives of the Crusade and to 
present them fairly to the public. Coming out 
of this press conference has developed the best 
local newspaper coverage for any of the Cru- 
sades to date. In fact the San Francisco and 
Bay area papers seem to be vying one with the 
other to let the reading public know what is 
going on. 


Saturday evening at 6:30 Mr. Graham and 
the team conducted a dedication service at the 
Cow Palace, not only of the building and facili- 
ties but of those to share in the work of the 
meetings during the coming weeks — counsel- 
lors, ushers, choir members, etc. A total of about 
6,000 attended and it was in itself a true worship 
service. 
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The opening meeting was on Sunday after- 
noon and the auditorium was packed to capacity 
with 18,000 people while 5,000 stood outside 
and heard Mr. Graham for a few minutes as 
he went out to speak to them and then listened 
to the regular service over the amplifying equip- 
ment. In addition the Highway Patrol an- 
nounced that cars and busses were backed up 
for six miles, none of the occupants of these 
vehicles being able to get near the auditorium. 


It was an impressive service with words of 
welcome from local and state officials and with 
large representation from the national and in- 
ternational news services and newspapers. 


At the conclusion of the sermon something 
over 400 people walked forward in response to 
the invitation. 


Monday morning 700 ministers met for prayet 
and to hear some words of counsel from Mr. 
Graham. He impressed on these men their 
responsibility to follow through on those who 
make decisions and cited the dismal failure of 
many New York pastors to do this. A recent 
survey has revealed that 90% of those who made 
decisions in New York are standing firm in 
their faith but 86% say they have never been 
visited by a pastor although their names, ad- 
dresses and type of decision made were supplied 
to the pastors. Mr. Graham made it very plain 
that this responsibility rests squarely on the 
shoulders of those to whom it is given. 


During this pastor’s meeting one Presbyterian 
minister spoke and said he was rarely moved 
to tears but that the afternoon before he had 
wept in the counselling room, not at the glorious 
sight of seeing men and women come to make 
a decision for Christ but because he had seen 
a number of his own church members who 
had received the seven week’s counselling train- 
ing and who were now actively explaining the 
way of salvation to those who had come for- 
ward; this, he said, had given him the greatest 
thrill he had ever experienced because he knew 
that for many this was a new experience and 
because of the blessing they would receive in 
this work. 

Another minister, a Lutheran, said that the 
night before a young couple had been led to 
the Lord at a group meeting in his church, the 
direct result of the meeting that afternoon. 


Monday and Tuesday nights we saw a con- 
tinuation of God’s blessing on the meetings. 


There were a number of impressive incidents, 
many of them human interest stories — the 
local play-boy who went for curiosity and a 
lark and then went forward to accept Christ; 
the human derelicts and the socially prominent; 
men and women from many national and racial 
backgrounds; the large number of young men 
between 20 and 30 years of age; numerous men 
from the armed services; these all combined to 
show the leveling power of the Gospel and also 
to show that because of the prayers of God’s 
people around the world and because His Word 
is faithfully preached in the power of the Holy 
Spirit things are happening for His glory and 
for the eternal salvation of thousands. 


The writer was deeply impressed with the 
ministers he met. It is our feeling that the 
appalling need of the area has driven many 
of them to a deep personal experience with 
the Lord. True, there has been opposition. Some 
extreme liberals have circulated an adverse 
opinion regarding the worth of the meetings. 
The writer was intrigued by a quotation from 
one minister who spoke of the “confusion” 
which results in the minds of those making 
decisions. Having read two books by this par- 
ticular individual we are convinced that he 
himself is one of the most confused men, theo- 
logically speaking, in America today. 


Also, some of the extreme fundamentalists 
have worked themselves into a frenzy because 
of Mr. Graham’s “unscriptural” attitude in wel- 
coming the support and cooperation of theo- 
logical liberals. What they fail to mention is 
that it is the message which is the determinative 
issue, not the sponsorship. Paul preached under 
the sponsorship of pagans — Epicureans and 
Stoics — on Mars Hill, but God blessed his 
message. Our Lord even had a known thief 
and traitor on His “Committee” but he left 
him there. All of the major evangelists of the 
last century have followed the policy Mr. 
Graham follows and God has blessed them. 
They all take the position that they will preach 
anywhere to anyone under any auspices pro- 
vided there is no restriction on the message 
itself. 


On the first Thursday night Mr. Graham 
spoke particularly to young people and again 
there was an overflow audience. When the in- 
vitation was given, 989, the majority of them 
voung people, walked forward. An idle ges- 
ture? An emotional binge? Do you know a 
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better thing for young people today? In San 
Francisco we met two boys in their late teens. 
Both had accepted the Lord at Madison Square 
Garden. They had worked hard, saved their 
money and came to California at their own 
expense to help as office boys in the Crusade 
office. 


Saturday night the first telecast from the Cow 
Palace was seen across America, broadcast by 
140 stations at a staggering cost but contracted 
for by Mr. Graham with faith to believe that 
God will provide the necessary funds from week 
to week. (Interested readers should look in 
local newspapers for the station and time each 
Saturday evening. It may be late but if 7s worth 
staying up for.) 

What of the lasting effects of these Crusades? 
We have just seen some amazing letters from 
some pastors in New York, from men of almost 
every major denomination. At a later date we 
hope to print excerpts from some of these let- 
ters. One thing stands out clearly: those min- 
isters and churches which put much into the 
Crusade received great blessings from it. 


Nine years ago, in Los Angeles, Life magazine 
photographed four men who had made de- 
cisions for Christ in Billy Graham’s Crusade in 
that city. The photographer rather cynically 
remarked: “I wonder where these guys will 
be ten years from now?” Ten days ago, just 
prior to going to San Francisco, Mr. Graham 
spoke to a large gathering in Los Angeles. Three 
of the four men photographed by Life nine 
years ago were present. One is an ordained 
minister of the Gospel, one is working full 
time as a Christian counsellor for boys, a third 
continues a Christian testimony which is known 
across America, while the fourth is living in 
retirement in the country, also a Christian. Such 
a percentage is unusual but our Lord Himself 
said only part of those who hear the Gospel 
message continue and grow in the faith. 


God has given great encouragements so far. 
During the first week the attendance in San 
Francisco was 20,000 greater than for the com- 
parable period in New York, while 3,766 made 
public decisions for Christ. 


Mr. Graham is earnestly soliciting the prayers 
of God’s people for San Francisco. Only as the 
Holy Spirit is poured out in mighty power can 
there be lasting blessing. To that end let us 
pray. 


L.N.B. 


PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division of Consolidated oe oe 
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Summer School. Cellege Credit 
Hely Land Tour, 1958. 
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Maxton North Carelina 
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The Evil of the Sharp Tongue 


Paul, in Titus 3:2, advises us “to speak evil of 
no man” and he strikes there at a common and 
often unconscious sin which is prevalent among 
many Christians. 


Doesn’t it do your heart good to hear a man 
constantly speaking well of others? The fact is 
that that man is generally accredited by the world 
as being a good man himself, whereas he who 
criticizes others behind their backs and impugns 
their motives is, by- the world, believed to do so 
because he himself is deceitful and untrustworthy. 


You observe Paul said “of no man” and not “to 
no man”. There is a place to criticize a man and 
question his motives too, if you can honestly do so, 
and that is to his face. That might do him some 
good but few people have the courage to do it. 


Paul’s “of no man” includes also of “ourselves”, 
and the attitude of the world on this point bears 
this out. If a man speaks well of himself the 
world disbelieves him but if he speaks disparag- 
ingly of himself then the world generally agrees 
with him. This proves that we should speak of 
ourselves not at all and of others only the good, 
unless to their faces. It is a sin to do otherwise. 


One of the few faults of which women are per- 
haps more guilty than men is this mean little habit of 
gossip. The tongue can be sharper than an adder’s 
bite and also more destructive and the spoken 
word may be repented but cannot be recalled. 


The reborn Christian is too big for gossip, too 
fine for innuendo, too Christ-like for backbiting 
and too God-fearing to pass judgment on one of 


God’s children. 
R. LeC. 





A National Church—Amen 


Twice, articles have appeared from the pen 
of our esteemed friend Dr. Aiken Taylor on 
our possibly becoming a National Church. 
Several things are quite amazing about this 
whole idea: First, that we are not a National 
Church. Second, that we are the only major 
denomination in the U. S. that is not national. 
Third, - equally and more surprising, is the 
fact that anyone, anywhere, would object to 
our seeking to become so. 


A word about this third surprising fact, as 
to why anyone, anywhere would object. Our 
splendid friends in the Presbyterian U. S. A. 
Church have already very kindly invaded the 
Southland with their organizations and pro- 
grams. They are to be found nearly everywhere. 
It was the writer’s pleasure for several years 
to live side by side with them in closest co- 
operation and delightful harmony in Tennes- 
see. On one occasion, in one of their churches, 
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we were invited to introduce one of the mod- 
erators of their General Assembly. On another 
occasion, in one of their colleges, we were asked 
to appear on a platform with another moderator 
of their assembly, plus our own moderator. 
There was nothing unusual about any of these 
occasions and we are not seeking any notoriety 
thereby. The really significant fact was that 
these things all happened in the land of Dixie 
where they have been at work for many years. 
Does anyone resent their presence, or object 
to the fact of their proclaiming the glorious 
Gospel South of the Mason and Dixon line? 
Only where there is a possible unnecessary over- 
lapping of programs in a very small community 
should this ever be the case. Grace and com- 
mon sense have already overcome a number of 
such situations in our border states. These have 
resulted in several local congregations either 
changing their denominational ties or being 
happily affiliated with both. 


As to our invading the North with the gospel, 
let us not think of such an endeavor as being 
arrogant or presumptious in any way. While 
the Presbyterian Church U. S. has always been 
cooperative and sympathetic in its attitude to- 
wards other denominations, this is no reason 
to feel that we do not have a distinctive vital 
message that should be heard throughout the 
United States. Surely we do not have a Divine 
mandate that should confine us to sixteen par- 
ticular states. 


In the program of World Missions we are 
constantly strengthening and expanding, enter- 
ing new areas of witness as opportunities pre- 
sent themselves. Who is it that resents the 
fact that in recent years we have pushed out- 
wards and onwards into Taiwan, Ecuador, Por- 
tugal and Iraq? Other churches were there be- 
fore we were but there is enough work for 
all to do. 


Finally, we would like to kindly challenge 
all comers, to advance several solid reasons 
why we should remain confined to the sixteen 
or more states of Dixie and not assist in evan- 
gelizing our whole nation for Christ and His 
Kingdom? 

—R.W.C. 





Neither Prayer Nor Feeling 
Make Wrong To Be Right! 


Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath and a 
true apprehension of God in Christ brings a 
response of gratitude which warms the heart. 
Yet sundry religions inculcate prayer and medi- 
tation to which some add ecstasy and yoga. 
But even the practice of being alone with God 
is no guarantee against sin. A revealing inci- 
dent is given by Dr. Daniel T. Niles in his 
recently published Yale Lectures, to this effect: 
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“Certainly, it is an essential part of the 
preacher's task to train his people in the art 
of prayer. But here again, there lies a tempta- 
tion and a very insidious one. Let me give 
you an extreme example in order to make 
plain what I mean. During the days that I 
was preparing these lectures a friend of mine 
who is a pastor in Colombo (Ceylon) met me 
and told me about something that happened 
in his congregation. It was about people I 
knew. A man had made love to his friend’s 
wife and both the man and the woman had 
run away to live together outside marriage. 
This man had told my friend, who was their 
pastor, that on their first night together both 
he and the woman had knelt together and 
prayed. And he had said, “We never felt nearer 
to God.” Prayer and devotion can become 
completely divorced from the stern realities of 
discipleship. 


Ask an Eastern or Orthodox Catholic Church- 
man about the use of icons (pictures) as aids 
to worship in his Church, and he will reply 
that it is right because the saints approved 
of it. Well, neither prayer nor feeling nor 
sainthood make disobedience to the command- 
ment of God to be right. The law is holy, 
and the commandment holy and just and good. 
God writes His laws upon the minds and hearts 
of those whose sins He forgives in the new 
covenant. 

—W.C.R. 








Who Were Our Pioneer Southern 
Presbyterian Missionaries? 


This question is raised by a recent missionary 
celebration in Norfolk, by an article in the 
Presbyterian Survey of March, and by news 
releases sent out by the Publicity Department 
of the General Council. In considering the 
matter, our first Secretary of Foreign Missions, 
J]. Leighton Wilson, may well be heard. At the 
semi-centennial of Columbia Theological Semi- 
nary Dr. Wilson said: 


“The history of what may be called the For- 
eign Missionary work of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church antedated, by a good many years, 
the separate and independent existence of the 
Church itself. At one time our churches, as 
did most of the Presbyterian churches in the 
country at large, cooperated with the American 
Board of Commissioners of Foreign Missions 
in promoting the evangelization of the heathen 
nations of the earth. They were especially 
active in this great work during the years 1833- 
4-5-6. During those years, they not only con- 
tributed largely of their means for its support, 
but a large number of our young men entered 
upon the work themselves, among whom may 
be mentioned Rev. Samuel R. Houston, D.D., 
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Rev. George W. Leyburn, and Mr. Venable 
of the Synod of Virginia; Rev. Daniel Lindley, 

D.D., Rev. T. P. Johnson, and Rev. Alex ander 
Wilson, M. D., of the North Carolina Synod; 
Rev. George W. Boggs, Rev. Jno. B. Adger, 
D.D., Rev. John F. Lanneau, Rev. J. L. Mer- 
rick, and Rev. J. Leighton Wilson, D.D., of the 
Svnod of South Carolina. The wives of these 
brethren, with one or two exceptions, were 
natives of the South, and rendered important 
aid in the work.” 


It would be very appropriate if sundry per- 
sons who have information about these several 
pioneers would contribute brief articles on each. 
And Wilson’s list is not complete; for example, 
there is the Negro blacksmith who learned 
Latin, Hebrew and Greek and was freed, or- 
dained and sent to Liberia by Alabama Pres- 
byterians in 1847 - Rev. Harrison Ellis. Cer- 
tainly, it would be wise to call renewed atten- 
tion to the pioneers of our work in the Congo: 
Lapsley and Sheppard. 


Additional information about men we know 
will be highly welcomed. I would like to fol- 
low this general statement with a series of 
editorials dealing with: 


1. Rev. and Mrs. George Washington Boggs, 
S. C. Pioneers to India, 1832. 2. J. B. Pinney 
and J. L. Wilson, Pioneers to Liberia, 1833. 
§. Daniel Lindley and A. E. Wilson, from Rocky 
River, N. C., to the Transvaal, 1834. 4. John 
B. Adger, from Charleston to Turkey, 1834. 
5. James L. Merrick, Henry Martyn’s successor 
in Persia, 1834. 6. T. R. Sampson and the 
Leyburns, Missionaries to Greece. 7. Hampden 
C. DuBose, Missionary to China. 





May the list grow and the mission interest 
with it! 
—W.C.R. 





The Rebound 


Prepared by Department of Bible 
Presbyterian Junior College 
Maxton, North Carolina 


A police officer in Miami, Florida, told the 
story. He had a sad mission. He called upon 
a father to report his daughter’s death. The 
car, with another young high school girl and 
two young lads who were their classmates, had 
struck a bridge abutment at high speed and 
all of them were killed. The blood tests showed 
high alcoholic content on all of them. Evidently 
they had been drinking and lost control of 
the car. 


The father said to the officer: “We have a 
law against selling liquor to minors. We have 
a law against selling liquor on Sunday. If I 
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could find the man who sold those teen-agers 
whisky this afternoon I'd kill him.” 


The father was so upset that before the 
officer left he said he needed a drink to settle 
his nerves. When he opened the cabinet where 
he kept his own supply of whiskey, he found 
a note from his daughter which said: “Dear 
Daddy, we couldn’t buy anything to drink today 
so. we borrowed a bottle from you. We'll put 
it back next week. Knew you wouldn’t mind.” 

“And Reuben answered them, saying, Spake 
I not unto you, saying, Do not sin against the 
child, and ye would not hear?” (Genesis 42:22) 

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 


reap.” (Gal. 6:7) 
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Ad Interim Committee Reports 


One of the major reports of an ad interim 
committee was that on the revision of the Book 
of Church Order. Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, Jr., 
chairman of this committee, presented the re- 
port. Only one point produced debate of any 
length. This was a proposal to retain the Pres- 
bytery commissions on the Minister and His 
Work instead of transforming these into less 
powerful committees advocated by the Ad 
Interim Committee. The Assembly upheld the 
proposal of the Ad Interim Committee and 
sent this action down to the presbyteries for 
action. 


A change of some importance to the Assembly 
itself was the adoption of a revision of the base 
of representation in the Assembly as a part of 
the Form of Government. The Assembly ac- 
cepted the proposed amendment which will 
put the presbytery representation on the basis 
of an elder and minister commissioner for each 
5,000 communicants instead of each 4,000. This 
will reduce the size of future assemblies by 
approximately one-fifth. 


The approval of the Form of Government 
section by the Assembly sends it down to the 
presbyteries for advice and consent. Each pres- 
bytery is to vote on each paragraph with the 
changes, reporting those passed and setting up 
recommendations on those not passed. A sim- 
ple majority of presbyteries will enact these 
changes. 


Two hours of formal debate took place on 
the Ad Interim Committee on “Marriage, Di- 
vorce and Remarriage.” Dr. William H. Kadel 
of Orlando, Florida, presented the report. It 
recommended that the Confession of Faith and 
Book of Church Order be amended to permit 
remarriage after divorce with the blessing of 
the church when the minister has satisfied him- 
self that the new marriage is in full understand- 
ing of the meaning of Christian marriage, and 
when the parties involved manifest penitence 
for sin and failure in the past and a firm pur- 
pose to make the new marriage truly Christian. 
The Confession of Faith at the present time 
allows remarriage after divorce only for the 
innocent party in cases of adultery and in wil- 
ful desertion. The approved changes must now 
go to 83 presbyteries for vote. Three-fourths 
of the presbyteries must vote for these changes 
if it is to become a part of the standards of 
the church. 
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The 98th General Assembly 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D. D. 


Continued from last week’s issue of The Journal 


The Assembly amended the report of the 
Ad Interim Committee to state that such com- 
mittees composed of pastor and elders “may” 
be set up instead of “shall” be set up. 


The next Ad Interim report to come before 
the Assembly was that on “Mass Communica- 
tions.”” Dr. Arthur V. Gibson of Atlanta read 
the report citing the great need for the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., to expand its ministry 
through radio, television, and the use of audio- 
visual materials. The report was approved 
unanimously. It creates a new committee on 
“Radio, Television and Audio-Visuals” to be 
supported through the General Fund. The 
action also dissolves the present Division of 
Radio and Television at whatever date the 
new committee’s organization permits and places 
the $97,000 in the 1959 budget for the operation 
of this division at the disposal of the new com- 
mittee. In addition, the report asked for 
another $50,000 to be added to the budget for 
the new committee, giving it approximately 
$147,000 to begin operation in 1958. The action 
also asked the General Council to attempt to 
provide $300,000 in the budget for 1960. 


The Committee on Television, Radio and 
Audio-Visuals will be made up of 15 members. 
Nine will come from the church at large on 
nomination by the Permanent Nominating Com- 
mittee. Six will be nominated by the major 
boards and the General Council. 


The report of the Ad Interim committee to 
study the Biblical teaching and proper use of 
the Lord’s Day was presented by Dr. Andrew 
Bird of Huntington, West Virginia. The com- 
mittee report was approved including the rec- 
ommendation that the report be printed and 
sent to every pastor of the church. The com- 
mittee was continued for another year to make 
an additional statement on the church’s position 
for the benefit of those outside the church con- 
cerning observation of the Lord’s Day on the 
first day of the week. 


Dr. Massey Mott Heltzel of Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, presented the progress report on the 
Ad Interim committee on Montreat. Dr. F. L. 
Jackson, acting president of Montreat, expressed 
the view that no ad interim committee was 
needed. Montreat’s only real problem, he said, 
was segregation and back-breaking debt. The 
debt includes $190,000 outstanding on a long- 
term enlargement program and $38,000 in un- 
paid bills. The Assembly voted to continue 
the committee. 
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Approval was also given to the report of 
the Ad Interim committee on “United” or 
“Federated” Churches except that it did not 
give formal approval to the statement prepared 
by the committee but sent it first to presbyteries 
for study. The action also set up a sinking fund 
to cover possible property exchanges with other 
Presbyterian branches. Dr. Olaf Anderson who 
was chairman, presented the report. 


The Ad Interim committee on the Centennial 
of 1961 made a report defining the goals of the 
Centennial celebration and setting in motion 
preparation of material and Centennial plans. 
After hearing Dr. Wallace M. Alston, chairman, 
present the report, the Assembly adopted it. 


Board of World Missions 


The annual report of the Board of World 
Missions for the year ending December 31, 1957, 
was one of encouragement. It said, “Our foreign 
mission work has been fruitful beyond the fond- 
est hopes of our early pioneers . . . Where 
Christ was absolutely unknown, there now 
stand strong national churches with their ses- 
sions; presbyteries, synods, and general assem- 
blies. The outstanding result of our effort in 
practically every land has been the establish- 
ment of an indigenous church, numbering thou- 
sands of members no longer dependent upon 
missionary funds, fully self-supporting,  self- 
governing, and self-propagating . . . Ninety- 
seven years ago evangelical Christianity was 
practically unknown in the Congo, in Brazil, 
in China, Japan, Korea and Mexico. Today 
the Church is a powerful factor in the life of 
these countries, and wields an influence of 
which its minority position gives no adequate 
indication.” 


The Board of World Missions stated to the 
Assembly that there is more to be done and 
the present efforts are not adequate. More 
missionaries are needed. More money is re- 
quired. Yet in the face of tension in many 
parts of the world, and the rising spirit of 
nationalism, it is encouraging to note that there 
has been no abatement in the response of the 
masses to the Gospel wherever it has been faith- 
fully preached. The total number of additions 
on profession during the year 1957 reached a 
record figure of 11,866. Today our church has 
504 missionaries serving on the fields for which 
we have responsibility. 


In the field by field report it was explained 
that from a standpoint of our investment in 
personnel and in money our Congo Mission 
is the largest of all our missions abroad. The 
167 missionaries who make up this membership 

- represent approximately one-third of the entire 
company of men and women who serve our 
church in foreign fields. The communicant 
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membership of the church in the Congo is 
approximately 70,000 and the total Christian 
constituency more than 123,000. The evange- 
listic fervor of the Brazilian church continues. 
The year 1957 has been a year of unlimited 
opportunity in Taiwan. In Japan the forces 
of Christ are at work against almost countless 
competitors, but our 68 missionaries there are 
faithful in the presentation of the Gospel. 


The Korean Church has steadily grown and 
developed. Here is an indigenous church gov- 
erned by its General Assembly and subdivided 
into presbyteries. Members of the Korean Mis- 
sion are working entirely within the framework 
of this organization. The keynote of the Mexico 
Mission during 1957 was “Advance.” Here the 
National Church is growing and the role of 
the missionary is becoming increasingly one 
of partnership. 


The Gospel-for-all-of-life approach in Ecuador 
is beginning to yield dividends. The passive 
stolidity of the Indian which has thus far seemed 
all but impervious to every Christian appeal 
appears to be breaking. In October 1957, the 
Presbyterian Church in Portugal celebrated its 
fifth anniversary as an organized, national, au- 
tonomous Church. The Presbyterian Theolog- 
ical Seminary in Lisbon records the largest 
enrollment in its brief history. 


The year 1957 marked the first full year of 
participation on the part of the Board of World 
Missions and the United Mission in Iraq. Ex- 
cellent progress is being made in the Protestant 
Churches in this country. There are strong 
prospects for the strengthening of evangelical 
forces in Iraq by the entrance of the Evangelical 
Alliance Mission, a conservative missionary 
group which has been officially welcomed by 
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both the UMI and by the Arabian Mission of 
the Reformed Church in America. 


The Department of Overseas Relief and 
Inter-Church Aid reported in the year 1957 a 
total of $251,474.77 was administered by the 
Department for various projects. Including the 
evaluation of clothing and food the total 
giving through this department amounted to 
$3,442,342.77. 


The Sunday Services 


The Lord’s Day began at the 98th General 
Assembly with an early communion service at 
the First Presbyterian Church. This was fol- 
lowed at 11:00 A. M. by the regular worship 
service. Dr. Wallace M. Alston, President of 
Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Georgia, was the 
preacher for the Assembly’s worship service. He 
used as his subject “The Sin Against the Future.” 

Dr. Alston indicated that “The Sin Against 
the Future” is to “cramp it, or bankrupt it or 
rob it — either through ignorance of God’s 
intention for it or through deliberate disdain 
for His purposes.” He warned that man may 
sin against the future by thinking of it and 
planning for it on too small a scale or by 
thinking of it and planning for it without 
adequate design. This sin, he continued, also 
may be committed by planning without a vital 
faith in God’s active Presence. He concluded 
with the thought that man or church cannot 
succeed unless God’s will for the future is 
sought and heeded. 


At the Sunday evening service, commissioners 
heard Bishop Arthur J. Moore of Atlanta, 
Georgia, the bishop of Southeastern Jurisdic- 
tion of the Methodist Church. The theme of 
his address was “The Redemptive Mission of 
the Church.” 


Bishop Moore cited first “the magnificent 
courage and confidence” of the early church. 
“It saw the worst and believed the best. Its 
history is a rebuke to all faithlessness and fear.” 
Secondly, “The church has kept alive the sense 
of the supernatural . . . Christianity is funda- 
mentally a life of love for and loyalty to a 
unique Person in whom and by whom and 
through whom has come into the world a final 
revelation of the very heart of reality and of 
our eternal destiny.” 


A third contribution of the Christian church 
to the world, said the Bishop, has been its 
opposition to despots and tyrants. “The church 
has gone on fighting for democracy and uni- 
versal education. It has declared the infinite 
value of every man’s life and his inherent right 
to liberty and opportunity,” Bishop Moore 
stated. 


The fourth contribution is that the church 
stands “like a Rock of decency and purity amid 
the ‘swirling tides of lust and license’.” 
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Concluding his message, Bishop Moore said 
that another contribution of Christianity is 
found in the fact that “when this earthly life 
is finished and death appears, it is the church 
with the story of a broken sepulchre and risen 
Lord that puts a star of hope in the blackest 
night and sings a song in the morning. 

It is then that the church, despite the brutal 
and challenging fact of death, comes with a 
triumphal declaration of life forever more.” 


During the afternoon session the commis- 
sioners heard greetings from fraternal delegates. 
Dr. Walter R. Courtney, chairman of the Per- 
manent Committee on Inter-Church Relations 
presented the guests to the Assembly. 


First to speak was Dr. J. Calvin Reid, bring- 
ing greetings from the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. A. He is pastor of Mt. Lebanon Church 
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Dr. Reid spoke 
on “Love.” He said that love provides the 
solution to all misunderstandings and here is 
the solution of all racial, marital and denomi- 
national problems. He emphasized the thought 
that “if love is the greatest virtue then not 
to love is the greatest sin.” 


The next fraternal delegate presented was 
Dr. Henry E. Pressly, who brought greetings 
from the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church. He called this an hour of gloom and 
glory and that the answer to the gloom was 
the glory of redemptive love. Dr. Pressly is 
pastor of the Tabernacle A. R. P. Church of 
Charlotte. 


Dr. Robert Meneilly of the United Presby- 
terian Church and pastor of the Village Church 
of Kansas City saluted the Assembly for achieve- 
ments in evangelism and missions. He related 
some of the expectations of the coming merger 
of his and the U. S. A. church and the forma- 
tion of a new church. 


From the Dutch Reformed Church in Amer- 
ica came Dr. Justin Van der Kolk, professor 
of Church History at New Brunswick Theo- 
logical Seminary, New Brunswick, New Jersey. 
He spoke of his church and its motto which 
means that in pulling together is true strength 
found. He told the Assembly that he did not 
come for the purpose of courting but to bring 
appropriate greetings to another church of the 
Reformed tradition. 


The final speaker was Mr. Charles C. Parlin, 
vice-president of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in America and a lawyer 
in New York. He praised the contributions 
of the Presbyterian Church U. S. A. He also 
told of his visit to Moscow and how that religion 
still continues in spite of all that Communism 
has done to try to extirpate it. He further 
told the Assembly that “the best teacher of 
religion is a devout mother.” 


Elders’ Breakfast 


At 6:30 the Elder Commissioners of the As- 
sembly met for what is now known as “The 
Elders’ Breakfast,” sponsored by the Division 
of Men’s Work. Dr. Marshall C. Dendy, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion, was the principal speaker. He spoke on 
“Elders in the Service of Christ.” Dr. Dendy 
emphasized the thought that ruling elders are 
called to a life of fellowship with Christ and 
that this fellowship results in a transforming 
experience. He further stated that elders are 
called to a life of learning from Christ and a 
life of service for Christ. He closed this chal- 
lenging address by saying, “Today we have the 
greatest opportunity our church has ever faced. 
The church can grasp this opportunity if she 
responds to the call to come into a fellowship 
with Christ that is full and sincere and if 
she will truly learn from Him and grow in 
the knowledge of her faith and work, and if 
she will unite in fact and spirit, as she has 
in name, to engage in the work of her Lord.” 


Bills and Overtures 


Dr. John N. Thomas, chairman of the com- 
mittee on Bills and Overtures, presented the 
report. The overture from the Presbytery of 

John with reference to the validity of 
Roman Catholic baptism was answered in these 
words: “If the candidate is satisfied with his 
baptism, at the discretion of the Session, his 
baptism may be deemed valid.” This was the 
action taken by the 1949 Assembly. 


The overture from the Presbytery of Han- 
over in regard to an ad interim committee being 
appointed to draw and present a brief statement 
of belief was answered in the affirmative. 


The overture from the Presbytery of Brazos 
in regard to the deletion of Sections 3, 4, and 
7 from Chapter 3 of the Confession of Faith 
was answered in the negative. Some debate 
took place in regard to this matter before the 
decision was made. 


The overture from the Presbytery of Louisiana 
in regard to an ad interim committee to study 
the enlargement of territorial boundaries of 
the church was answered by referring the mat- 
ter to the Board of Church Extension for study 
and report to the next meeting of the General 
Assembly. 


The overture from the Synod of Georgia in 
regard to the creation of a Presbytery for Negro 
churches in Georgia was referred to the Board 
of Church Extension for study and recommenda- 
tion to the parties concerned. 


Standing Committee on Judicial Business 


The standing committee on Judicial Business 
recommended that candidates for the ministry 
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from the Independent Presbyterian Church 
should be accepted by the Presbytery of Savan- 
nah. The Assembly granted this request. 


The committee, after consideration of the 
documents concerning the complaint of Thomp- 
son L. Casey vs. Synod of Florida was found 
to be in order and a judicial commission was 
appointed to hear the complaint and make 
disposition of it. The commission, though find- 
ing some faults on the part of the Synod of 
Florida dismissed the complaint. 


The complaint of Rev. Thomas B. Hoover, 
Jr., against the Synod of South Carolina was 
found in order and a commission was appointed 
to hear the complaint and make disposition 
of it. The complaint was dismissed. 


Office of General Assembly 


Last year, Dr. E. C. Scott announced to the 
Assembly his plans for retirement. The perma- 
nent committee on the office of General As- 
sembly has spent the past year looking for a 
suitable successor for Dr. Scott. This year Dr. 
James A. Millard, Jr., of Austin Theological 
Seminary was nominated to serve as Dr. Scott's 
successor. He was elected unanimously by the 
Assembly. It is our hope that Dr. Millard will 
accept as he is admirably equipped to render 
a great service to the church in this capacity. 
Dr. Scott has served our Assembly with marked 
distinction and we believe that Dr. Millard will 
make a worthy successor. 


Annuities and Relief 


The Board of Annuities and Relief reported 
substantial progress in this field of Christian 
activity. Under the able leadership of Mr. 
Charles J. Currie, executive secretary, the Board 
has been of great assistance in the field of An- 
nuities and Relief and also in insurance and 
hospitalization. Mr. Currie explained to the 
Assembly that the first major objective of the 
Board is to provide for the safety of the funds 
committed to its trust. 


The Assembly was informed that the actuaries 
of the Board have recommended that no change 
be made in the Official Plan of the Ministers’ 
Fund from an annuity upon retirement pension 
system to an automatic age annuity system and 
the standing committee recommended the adop- 
tion of this recommendation. The Assembly 
approved it. 


The Assembly refused to concur in the re- 
quest from the Presbytery of Holston to make 
loans to churches for building purposes. It 
was explained that this would require a con- 
siderable enlargement of the staff of the Board 
and at heavy additional expense and most of 
all that the funds of the Board must be kept 
invested in negotiable securities in order to 
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meet commitments to members and mortgages 
of the type envisioned would not be readily 
negotiable. 


Interchurch Relations 


For a change, the committee on Interchurch 
Relations precipitated very little discussion. The 
Assembly concurred in postponing the date of 
the Third Assembly of the World Council to 
December 1961 - January, 1962, to allow addi- 
tional time to study the many facets and issues 
involved in the merger of the World Council 
and the International Missionary Council. The 
permanent committee was instructed to continue 
the study of this question in conjunction with 
the Board of World Missions and to report to 
the Assembly in 1959. 


The Assembly voted to provide $15,000 from 
the office of the stated clerk of the Assembly to 
send representatives to Brazil for the 18th Gen- 
eral Council of the World Presbyterian Alliance 
for 1958. 


The General Council 


The General Council in its report presented 
to the General Assembly affirmed that in the 
field of Stewardship there is an _ increasing 
awareness that Stewardship is a deeply spiritual 
thing. Thousands of Presbyterians are experi- 
encing a new joy in their realization of this 
fact as they give to the Lord rather than to 
a church budget. 


The Equalization Fund for 1957 yielded the 
amount of $290,980.17. By the use of the Equali- 
zation Fund the receipts of the participating 
agencies were brought up to 83.07 per cent of 
their budgets. 


The Assembly approved the Council’s rec- 
ommendations that the Stewardship Emphasis 
Season begin October 1, 1959, and continue 
through November 15, 1959, and that Novem- 
ber 8 be designated as Stewardship Sunday. The 
theme of the Canvass to be “God’s Love — My 
Response.” 


The Assembly affirmed that the stewardship 
of possessions, the giving of our money, be 
recognized as a vital part of the Christian ex- 
perience and not simply a money-raising effort. 
The tithe was recommended to all churches 
as a means of developing the spiritual life 
of its members. 


The General Council after a study of the 
needs of the Boards and Agencies of the As- 
sembly, recommended as a minimum benevo- 
lence budget for 1959 a total of $9,009,990. 


Presbyterian Survey 


The Assembly recommended the church’s en- 
thusiastic observance of the Presbyterian Sur- 
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vey Week, November 1-8, 1959 and that for 1960 
and years following the General Council study 
anew the basic purpose of Presbyterian Survey 
Week with reference to a possible change of 
calendar date. 


The Assembly reiterated its faith in the Every 
Family Plan by urging the Sessions of all 
churches not yet members of the Plan to enlist 
their churches in the Plan. 


Christian Education 


The Board of Christian Education reminded 
the Assembly that “the question of education 
has been before the congregation of God for 
ages. It is still in the forefront of the concern 
of the church. The church’s concern that edu- 
cation shall provide persons with knowledge 
of God and wisdom about life and the universe. 
The first school of instruction is the home. 
The second school of instruction is the body 
of the church itself. The third school is the 
college of the church and the land. It is in 
these areas that Christian Education is called 
to teach the gospel of Christ. The church is 
committed to this task. There is nothing more 
fundamental in the life of the church than her 
role in teaching persons the way of life in 
Christ.” The report further indicated many 
achievements in this field during 1957. The 
Sunday School enrollment has increased to 
717,585. The growth in 1957 was 15,731. Gifts 
from the church have increased to $442,248. 


Commissioners were guests of Davidson Col- 
lege for supper and the evening meeting was 
held in Davidson church featuring the Board 
of Christian Education’s activities. Over 400 
made the trip in chartered buses. Dr. Marshall 
C. Dendy and Dr. C. E. S. Kraemer both spoke 
on the improved curriculum. Dr. Dendy gave 
the background of the two-year study on cur- 
riculum. Dr. Kraemer, the chairman of the 
curriculum study committee, reported on re- 
sult of the study. Both underscored the fact 
that the whole life of the church is involved in 
the church’s educational task. 


The Assembly commended the Board of Chris- 
tian Education and its staff for significant 
achievement in the difficult area of the prep- 
aration of teaching and curriculum materials 
and for their diligence and faithfulness in 
handling problems inherent in the teaching 
functions of the church. 


Church Extension 


The Board of Church Extension presented in 
its Ninth Annual Report to the Assembly the 
fact that the total giving from living donors 
in 1957 was $1,120,000 representing approxi- 
mately 74% of the Assembly-approved budget 
for the year. This amount represented an in- 
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crease of $49,563 over the preceding year. In- 
come from legacies, trust funds and other sources 
raised the total to $1,354,949. 


The past year saw 55 new congregations or- 
ganized making a 12 year total of 628. The 
628 post-war churches now have a total mem- 
bership of 97,483 with a total Sunday School 
enrollment of 108,707. Their combined giving 
has totaled 9,143,683 dollars of which $1,106,- 
870 was for benevolences. 


The Division of Home Missions reported that 
of the 84 Presbyteries which constituted our 
General Assembly during 1957, appropriations 
for salary support were authorized for 58. This 
department assisted 524 workers and 795 proj- 
ects in the 57 Presbyteries. These facts give 
eloquent testimony to the Assembly-wide nature 
of the Department’s work. 


Concerning Negro Work the report to the 
Assembly stated the task of reaching new Negro 
communities is one of the urgent opportunities 
facing our Presbyterian Church today. These 
new communities are growing rapidly in the 
South. Most Negro churches have not yet given 
attention to organizing in these fast developing 
areas. Stillman College has erected two beauti- 
ful new buildings and another has been modern- 
ized. The faculty has been made stronger and 
additional sums have been added to the endow- 
ment. 


The Church Architecture Department report- 
ed an increase in church and manse building 
activity across the General Assembly. During 
the past 11 years our total giving for building 
purposes amounted to $136,406,027. The As- 
sembly was reminded that there is no let-up 
in sight for church and manse building needs. 


The Sunday School Extension Department in 
the Board of Church Extension now employs 
and pays a staff of experienced field workers 
who give full time to the extension program. 
The Department assigns these workers to Synods 
where they serve under the immediate super- 
vision of Church Extension Committees in the 
Presbyteries. The Department transfers these 
workers over the Assembly as the occasion may 
call for it. The Department further appropri- 
ates funds to some Synods and Presbyteries to 
assist them in employing workers on a part- 
time basis for particular surveys, furnishing 
free to all who desire them the necessary ma- 
terials to use in making these area studies. 


The Town and Country Church Department 
report stated that the basic need for country 
church work continues. This is seen in the 
continuing high birth rate of our rural areas. 
The South continues as a population-plus area 
rearing a surplus of children and young people. 


The Urban Church Department has been 
engaged in surveying every major city in our 
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Assembly and many smaller ones. The purpose 
of this committee has been to assist urban areas 
in locating churches so as to best serve the 
old and the new communities. This depart- 
ment has had a significant part in the broad- 
ening of the home base. 


The Chaplains and Military Personnel De- 
partment maintains the tie between the church 
and her chaplains in the armed forces and 
Veterans’ Administration. It also assists in aid- 
ing the local church in maintaining the tie 
with their young people who are away from 
home in military service. 


The Division of Radio and Television re- 
ported that during the past year it has sought 
to serve the whole church including Boards, 
Agencies, Courts, Conventions, Institutions and 
Local Congregations. The production work is 
being done at the Protestant Radio and Tele- 
vision Center and the relationship to the Cen- 
ter is exactly the same as that of the other 
denominations which unite in its ownership 
and control. 


The Division of Evangelism reported that 
during the past year there were evidences of 
concern and progress in the church in this 
field. The Synods and Presbyteries are getting 
stronger and more vigorous leadership. The 
report stated that the problem of the non-resi- 
dent member continues to perplex the Division. 
One family in five now moves each year. Un- 
less vigorous effort is made within two years 
many of these members are placed on the 
inactive roll, “the ecclesiastical morgue” of 
the church where they are “buried alive.” New 
materials have been prepared including duplex 
cards for notifying ministers in the community 
to which they have moved and others to mail 
to them after they have moved. 


Standing Committee on the 


Minister and His Work 


The Standing Committee on the Minister 
and His Work recommended that a special com- 
mittee be appointed to prepare a paper on 
“The Freedom of the Pulpit.” This was ap- 
proved. Three elders and two ministers were 
appointed to present the paper during the 
meeting of the Assembly. Dr. Peyton N. Rhodes 
served as chairman of this special committee. 


This report quoted from the Book of Church 
Order, chapter 9, which describes in detail 
the qualifications expected of “the minister 
of the Word.” The report reminded the As- 
sembly that the minister in his ordination vows 
promises to “be zealous and faithful in main- 
taining the truths of the gospel and the purity 
and peace of the church.” Likewise a congre- 
gation assumes the obligation of receiving the 


word of truth from the minister with meek- 
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ness and love,” and “promises to submit to 
him in the due exercise of discipline.” Further 
the congregation promises to encourage the 
minister in his labor “and to assist his endeavors 
for their instruction and spiritual edification.” 


Christian Relations 

For several years the Division of Christian 
Relations has created marked tension within 
the Southern Presbyterian Church. Due to this 
fact, the whole subject has become a contro- 
versial one. Full two hours were consumed in 
debate on the majority and minority reports 
presented by the Standing Committee. 


The majority report recommended the adop- 
tion of Recommendation 17 from the report of 
the General Council that deals with the loca- 
tion of the Division of Christian Relations with 
the Board of Christian Education rather than 
with the Board of Church Extension. 


In order to get the exact action of the As- 
sembly before our readers we quote from the 
General Council’s recommendation: 


“The General Council makes the following 
recommendation to the General Assembly: 


1. That the present Council of Christian 
Relations be replaced by a permanent Com- 
mittee of Christian Relations. 


a. That this permanent committee shall 
consist of twelve members elected by the 


General Assembly according to its rules. 


b. That it present annual recommenda- 
tions to the General Assembly in the field 
of Christian relations. 


c. That its expenses be paid by the Office 
of the General Assembly, as is the case with 
other permanent committees. 


2. That the present Division of Christian 
Relations within the Board of Church Ex- 
tension be replaced by an office of Christian 
Action with a director or secretary within 
the Board of Christian Education. 


a. The director or secretary of the office 
of Christian Action shall be elected by and 
responsible to the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion through its executive secretary, as are 
the other employees of the Board. 


b. All of the expenses of this office, in- 
cluding the salary of the director or secre- 
tary, shall be met by the Board of Christian 
Education. 


c. The Board of Church Extension shall 
transfer to the Board of Christian FEduca- 
tion such funds as are allocated for the ex- 
penses of the Division for the remainder 
of the church year in which the transfer is 
made. This shall not include the contem- 
plated costs of the meeting of the Council. 


MAY 14, 1958 





STUDIES IN THE Hoy Spirit 
$2.50 postpaid 
By JAMES BENJAMIN GREEN 
Columbia Theological Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga. 


Close adherence to the Scripture, clear, vig- 
orous statement of doctrine and plentiful 
illustrations from the author’s own experience 
and study mark Prof. Green’s comprehensive 
work on the Holy Spirit. 


Order from 
THE 


SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 











d. The Office of Christian Action in the 
Board of Christian Education, through its 
secretary or director, shall aid and _ assist 
the various divisions of the Board in the 
Standards of the Church as interpreted by 
the General Assembly, into an educational 
program of the Church, and to serve the 
Board in other ways as it may determine. 


e. That the above changes be made as 
soon as the necessary details can be worked 
out by the boards affected.” 


Due to the high quality of the minority re- 
port and the educational value contained in 
it we shall quote it in its entirety. 


MINORITY REPORT 


Re: Council on Christian Relations 


The numerous overtures and other communi- 
cations which have come to this Assembly con- 
cerning activities of the Council on Christian 
Relations indicates that there is a widespread 
and growing dissatisfaction in the church with 
respect to the Council as now organized and 
operating. 


The following summary is submitted for con- 
sideration by the Assembly: 


For a number of years, the Council on Chris- 
tian Relations has concentrated its attention 
largely upon matters that are essentially secular 
in nature, and only incidentally related to the 
function or mission of the church as a religious 
institution. 


In 1954, the chief topics discussed were Race 
Relations and Communism. See minutes of As- 
sembly for 1954, pp. 187-198. In 1955, Race 
Relations, Alcoholic Beverages, Juvenile Delin- 
quency. In 1956, Juvenile Delinquency,’ see 
Minutes, pp. 171-177. In 1957, Freedom - the 
Christian Concept. See minutes, pp. 191-196. 
In 1958, Alcoholic Beverages, Labor and Indus- 
try, Race Relations, International Relations, also 
The Prophetic Role of the Church. 
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On some of the matters discussed in these 
reports, there would be substantial agreement 
among us as Citizens; on other matters there 
would be room for honest differences of opinion, 
and some of the social, political, or economic 
issues raised are potentially highly controversial. 
The experience of other Protestant churches 
in America as well as our own, shows that the 
introduction of such issues into the governing 
bodies of the churches tends to provoke violent 
controversy, and to disturb and disrupt the 
reguiar work of the organization. 


With many of the propositions set forth in 
reports prepared by the Council on Christian 
Relations, even the most conservative of South- 
ern Presbyterians might cordially agree. We 
do not question the sincerity or impugn the 
motives of those who have prepared these re- 
ports, or direct the activities of the Council, 
even where serious questions are raised con- 
cerning the wisdom and propriety of submitting 
matters of this kind for the consideration of the 
Assembly. 


We have received the report of the Council 
of Christian Relations to the 1958 General As- 
sembly. It has two major divisions. The first 
is an attempt to justify the contention of the 
advocates of the “Social Gospel” that it is 
the function and obligation of the church in 
its corporate capacity to exercise surveillance 
over every part of life and to make authorita- 
tive declarations as the “Prophetic Voice of 
God” with respect to all such matters. That 
this is the intent of this section is clearly seen 
from its title: “Speaking for God — The Pro- 
phetic role” of the modern church. 


The fallacy of the reasoning will be clearly 
seen from the following: 


1. The ministry of the Old Testament proph- 
ets was exercised in a theocracy, in which there 
was a specially prescribed union of church and 
state. Since the rejection by the Jews of Jesus 
as their Messianic King, and the setting up of 
His Kingdom on a spiritual basis, there has 
been a clear line of demarcation between the 
Church as a spiritual regime and the civil 
magistracy. 


2. The Old Testament prophets spoke as 
individuals, inspired by the Spirit of God to 
be authoritative spokesmen for Him. They were 
often raised up, not as a part of the established 
regime, but outside of it, for the performance 
of special and extraordinary functions. Being 
thus under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
they spoke distinctly as the Voice of God, not 
as the voice of the church. In accord with 
this concept of the prophetic office, the Apos- 
tle in the New Testament speaks of the special 
gift of prophecy to individuals of the New 
Testament Church. It has been and is the 
position of our Confession that with the com- 
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pletion of the written Word such special revela- 
tion of God ceased, and that the offices of special 
revelation, such as apostles and prophets, has 
also ceased. (Confession of Faith, Ch. I, sec. 6). 
This is not to say that the Holy Spirit does not 
function in the Church today, but it is to dis- 
tinguish, as does our Confession (Ch. I, secs. 
2,3,5), between the inspiration or revealing 
function of the Spirit, and the illumination of 
the completed Word by the Spirit. The first 
of these no longer occurs, whereas the second 
occurs constantly. The first endowed the proph- 
ets of Scripture with Divine authority; the sec- 
ond opens our hearts to the truth of that Scrip- 
ture and Word already given, but adds no new 
revelation. (Ch. I, sec. 6). 


It will be seen from the above that the pro- 
phetic role of the modern Church is not of the 
same order as that of the prophets of Scripture. 
Rather, there is already deposited in the Scrip- 
ture “the whole counsel of God concerning all 
things necessary for His own glory, man’s salva- 
tion, faith, and life unto which nothing 
at any time is to be added, whether by new 
revelations of the Spirit, or traditions of men.” 
(Ch. I, sec. 6). The Church’s prophetic role 
is the declaration of the Word of God. This 
function of the church is normally carried on 
through the ministration of the Word by the 
individuals of the Church (whether ordained 
or otherwise) . 


The task of Synods and councils as set forth 
in our Standards is not so much the preaching 
of the Word, but the establishment of order 
of the Church and the exercise of discipline, 
in accord with the Word. (Con. Ch. XXXIITI, 
sec. 2; B.C.O. par. 58). Further our Confession 
explicitly restricts the functions of the Synods 
and Councils thusly: “Synods and councils are 
to handle nothing but that which is ecclesiasti- 
cal; and are not to intermeddle with civil 
affairs...” (Ch. XXXIII, sec. 4). It is abund- 
antly clear that this report has gone beyond 
these restrictions of our Confession. This may 
be seen in the fact that having concluded that 
the corporate Church is to perform an original 
prophetic mission following the precedent of 
the Old Testament prophets and of Christ, the 
second section of the report consists of a series 
of deliverances on various social issues. While 
there may be a difference of opinion as to the 
implications of Scripture in some of the realms 
covered, it should be obvious to all that a 
statement such as that found in the 7th prin- 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








oe ate Oe 2 a COU 


a Ee BE ad 


s Ow —_ « 


SS — eet 


A 6D 





ciple for guidance of Christians is clearly neither 
explicit nor an implicit teaching of Scripture. 
The Scripture holds the Christian parent re- 
sponsible for the education of his child, but it 
does not imply that this should be under any 
particular system — private, public, or other- 
wise. 


Your Standing Committee on Christitan Re- 
lations has received and considered overtures 


39, 40, 21, 32, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49 and 56. 


We recommend that overtures 39 and 40, 
which relate to the removal of the Division of 
Christian Relations from the Board of Church 
Extension, be answered in the affirmative. This 
was agreeable to all the principals involved and 
was unanimously approved by your standing 
committee. 


We recommend that overture 45, the purpose 
of which is to have the General Assembly in- 
struct our executive secretaries to use extreme 
care in selecting speakers for their programs, be 
answered in the affirmative. This overture takes 
cognizance of the great and grave peril that 
threatens the South through race-agitation that 
is both unnecessary and _ provocative. This 
overture, in the light of the present situation 
and this unfortunate experience, very wisely 
solicits the General Assembly to instruct its 
executive secretaries to exercise extreme care 
and caution in choosing speakers for their pro- 
gram. 


We recommend that overtures 47, 48 and 49, 
which have to do with the use of church prop- 
erties in case the public schools are closed 
by the State to circumvent the ruling of the 
Supreme Court on segregation, be answered as 
follows: The primary responsibility for the 
use of church property resides in the Session. 
It is proper, commendable, and in accord with 
the spirit of the good Samaritan for the Session, 
if it so desires, to use its property for educa- 
tional purposes if and when the public schools 
are closed by the State. 


We recommend that overture 46, which is 
mainly concerned with the giving of moral sup- 
port and material assistance to ministers who 
are subjected to strong pressures because of 
their ministry of racial reconciliation, be an- 
swered in the negative. According to the Book 
of Church Order and the genius of the Presby- 
terian form of government, the Presbytery has 
the original jurisdiction of each Presbytery to 
exercise care over those subject to its authority 
(paragraph 189). The Commission on the Min- 
ister and His Work in each Presbytery is em- 
powered, in cases of emergency, to act for Pres- 
bytery; to visit churches for the purpose of in- 
quiring into difficulties. to counsel with the 
parties concerned and to act to correct the sit- 
uation (paragraph 96 (4) ). 
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We have received and considered overtures 
41, 42, 43, 44 and 56 (the last mentioned not 
in the Blue Book.) These your committee 
grouped together for purposes of discussion. 
They petition for the discontinuance of the 
Council on Christian Relations and the Divi- 
sion of Christian Relations. We recommend 
that these be answered in the affirmative. 


This Council and Division have given need- 
less offense to many loyal and intelligent mem- 
bers of the church by asserting, as matters of 
fact, propositions which are obviously only mat- 
ters of theory or partisan opinion. We need 
not hold the opinions of our fathers or the 
opinions of civil courts; but neither need we 
accept the opinions of agencies which speak 
their own insights. The report of the Council 
in 1957, “Freedom — the Christian Concept,” 
contained numerous human opinions which 
Presbyterian laymen have insisted are at vari- 
ance with the very facts. The political and social 
philosophy expressed or implied in many of 
the statements of this report has shocked lay- 
men all over the church. 


The unhappy circumstance which led to the 
organization of the Southern Presbyterian 
church, as we are well aware, was the introduc- 
tion of the Gardiner Spring Resolution into 
the General Assembly of the parent church in 
1861, which was essentially a political matter. 
In order to prevent the repetition of such a 
tragic mistake in the newly formed Southern 
Church, our farseeing leaders set up additional 
safeguards, by the insertion in the Form of 
Government, Ch. XIII, par. 57, of the follow- 
ing statement: 


“These assemblies are altogether distinct from 
the civil magistracy, nor have they any juris- 
diction in civil or political affairs.” 


These principles, the Southern Presbyterian 
Church has cherished as her distinctive birth- 
right, and she has stood out among all the 
churches of Christendom in her emphasis upon 
the spiritual mission of the church, and in the 
determination to exclude from her courts those 
secular issues which have involved her sister 
churches in bitter and distracting controversies. 


The General Assembly does and should make 
statements of Christian doctrine, through an 
orderly process prescribed in the constitution 
of our church; but the Assembly should not 
be asked to decide other questions authoritative- 
ly. To attempt to decide in questions which 
are not primarily moral and spiritual moves 
in the direction of substituting a new authori- 
tarianism of church courts for the authority 
of individual conscience instructed by the Word 
of God. While those who desire to have the 
Assembly speak out on social and political issues 
are vocal in denying that these deliverances are 
intended to bind the consciences of our Pres- 
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byterian people, it is very clear that those who 
prepare our programs and literature consider 
these judgments and recommendations as quasi- 
authoritative and those areas of private Chris- 
tian judgment which the Bible carefully pre- 
serves are invaded. 


The issue is not whether or not a Christian 
should carry the principles and spirit of Christ 
into all human relationships. We thoroughly 
and heartily endorse the necessity of doing that. 
The Gospel of our Lord has inescapable social 
implications. The issue is whether or not the 
Holy Scriptures and the Confession of Faith 
give church courts — even the General Assem- 
bly — the right to give deliverances on matters 
which our Standards reserve to individual Chris- 
tian judgment. If the plea is made that per- 
sons and churches are asking for guidance in 
social relationships, then let the Assembly call 
them back to the illumination of the believer's 
mind and conscience by the Holy Spirit, through 
the Scriptures. In the final analysis, each be- 
liever’s conscience stands to be judged by God 
alone! This is not rugged, selfish individualism 
in the Church; it is not congregationalism. It 
does not overlook God’s family in Christ - the 
covenant community. It is a needed safeguard 
against a trend which has appeared too fre- 
quently in church history — the assumption 
of authority by the Church over all areas of 
thought and life. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


1. That the Council on Christian Relations 
and the Division of Christian Relations be 
dissolved. 


2. That the Division of Christian Relations, 
including the Council on Christian Relations, 
be removed from the present connection with 
the Board of Church Extension, and that the 
functions heretofore assigned to these agencies 
be assigned to a new agency to be designated 
as The Permanent Committee of the General 
Assembly on Christian Relations. 


That the Permanent Committee on Christian 
Relations shall be composed of nine persons, 
consisting of three classes of three persons each. 
Each class shall be composed of a minister, 
one layman, and one woman. The Committee 
shall be convened by the Stated Clerk of the 
Assembly and shall elect its own chairman, and 
other officers as deemed necessary. 


It shall be the duty of the Permanent Com- 
mittee on Christian Relations to make periodic 
surveys of the conditions existing in homes, 
in business, industrial and social life, in local 
communities, in the general area served by the 
Southern Presbyterian Church and in the world 
at large, which may adversely affect the moral 
and spiritual welfare of individuals, congrega- 
tions and communities, or the peace, purity and 
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progress of the church, and to make annual 
reports to the Assembly. All such reports shall 
be received as information by the Assembly, 
and only the recommendations shall be con- 
sidered for adoption by the Assembly. Provided, 
however, that at the discretion of the Assembly 
such reports may be referred to the constituency 
or organizations of the church for study. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Robert Moody Holmes 
A. A. Spencer 

M. A. Fowlkes 
Grady Self 

Morton H. Smith 
Hughes K. Reveley 
John L. Pursley 

B. A. Body, Jr. 

W. M. Bonner 

H. P. Cathey 

H. P. Daggett 

John Reed Miller 

H. P. Musser 
S/John Reed Miller, Ch 





Judge Leon Hendrick of Jackson, Mississippi 
spoke for the Minority Report. He said that 
Southern Presbyterians have a wonderful heri- 
tage and it is in danger of being lost by our 
failure to realize clearly the mission of the 
church. He affirmed, “Intervention in secular 
affairs would largely impair the mission of this 
great church which we all love.” 


Ruling Elder Milton Thomas of North Ala- 
bama Presbytery spoke with deep feeling on 
behalf of the Minority Report. He said “the 
agitation on the part of the Division of Chris- 
tian Relations has aided crafty politicians who 
are seeking the Negro vote.” He also told 
the Assembly “the ultimate goal of the 
NAACP is not only integration but to mon- 
grelize the white race.” He pleaded “for the 
sake of Christianity, humanity and our future 
generations, let’s bring this movement to a 
stop.” 


Ruling Elder James Finch urged the adop- 
tion of the Minority Report. Later he was 
challenged by Commissioner Stuart Currie for 
what was called “disparaging remarks” against 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam. Elder Finch stood 
his ground and Commissioner Currie dropped 
his charge. Mr. Finch told the Assembly that 
“in the Southland we have a serious problem. 
If left alone we who live in the South will 
solve our problems in peace and harmony.” 


Ruling Elder Jule Vroon of Everglades Pres- 
bytery defended the Minority Report. He said, 
“From the standpoint of the layman, it is 
necessary for the church courts to come back 
to what they were established for and should 
be concerned with.” 
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Discussing recommendation 7 of the Christian 
Relations Report, Mr. Vroon illustrated what 
he had to say by the Council’s statement con- 
cerning public schools. In an able and moving 
appeal Mr. Vroon asserted, “We want from 
the church, guidance in spiritual matters and 
not in secular matters. I am surprised to see 
such a tendency in this Assembly for a de- 
parture from the Scriptures.” 


Rev. R. D. Littleton of Hattiesburg, Missis- 
sippi spoke for the Minority Report. He said, 
“We are not asking for the abolition of the 
committee but of the council. The Council of 
Christian Relations has prescribed for us a 
course of action which it calls Christian but 
to others of us who hold different views, we 
think differently. If you lived where some of 
us lived you would come to the same conclu- 
sions that we hold.” 


Rev. John Parks, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Reidsville, North Carolina, 
pleaded for the adoption of the Majority Re- 
port. He declared, “The Majority Report has 
done for us a great service. All social sin is 
a moral sin. Let us give a strong vote of con- 
fidence to the Majority Report.” 


Rev. William Boris of John Knox Presbytery 
spoke for the Majority Report, saying, “The 
church transcends all man-made barriers. In 
Christ there is no east nor west. The solution 
can be found only in Christ who can bind 
men together into the fellowship of His Saints. 
I urge you to accept the Majority Report.” 


Rev. Edwin Walthall of Washburn Presby- 
tery speaking for the Majority Report, said, 
“We have before us the confusion of issues. 
The Minority Report seems to base its idea 
on individuals, but as individuals we must sur- 
render our individualities in one great fellow- 
ship. This Report has sought to cover up 
other issues, especially the issue of segregation.” 


Ruling Elder General Joseph B. Fraser of 
Savannah Presbytery, speaking for the Majority 
Report said, “The church must not close its 
eyes to the needs of the day. We have a great 
challenge. I do not believe we have come to 
the time in which we should have integration 
in our Southland but this is only one phase 
of the issue before us.” 


Ruling Elder Charles Dorris of Brazos Pres- 
bytery spoke for the Majority Report. He said, 
“One of the most certain ways to condemn our 
body to ineffectiveness is to keep silence on 
issues before us. We must say what we have 
to contribute to the life of our nation.” 


Speaking to the Majority Report, Ruling 
Elder Edward McNair of Atlanta affirmed, “If 
there is anything I believe in it is that the 
gospel of Christ is relevant everywhere. If 
the church is the body of Christ, it is the in- 
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strument of Christ and it must see that the 
gospel of Christ is implemented.” 


Rev. W. A. Gamble was the next speaker 
urging the adoption of the Minority Report. 
He said, “The Minority Report sets forth ideas 
we have needed in our church for a long time. 
We are concerned with problems as much as 
the other group but we are also concerned with 
the method for solving these problems.” 


Dr. Albert Kissling of Suwanee Presbytery 
spoke against the Minority Report. He said, 
“The Minority Report is philosophically in- 
correct and is Biblically unsound.” 


With one minute left for the Minority Re- 
port side, Rev. David Hamilton of Florida 
Presbytery used this time to plead for the adop- 
tion of the content of the Minority Report. 


Dr. James E. Fogartie of Mecklenberg Presby- 
tery spoke for the Majority Report. He said, 
“The gospel is not a divided gospel — it has 
never been. It is a single gospel that must 
be applied and lived. It is only as we take a 
stand that we begin to suffer and we must 
be willing to suffer and live for the gospel.” 


Closing the debate for the Minority Report, 
Dr. J. Reed Miller who presented it, declared, 
“The question is not, Shall we do anything 
to help others?, rather, it is, How shall we 
do it? There are limitations found in the 
Scriptures concerning the function of the 
church. I want our church to be consistent 
with the Word of God.” 


Dr. Fred Stair, chairman of the Assembly’s 
standing committee, closed the debate for the 
Majority Report and urged the defeat of the 
Minority Report. He said, “The Minority Re- 
port is inconsistent. We should vote down the 
Minority Report and vote for the Majority Re- 
port. The Majority Report says that the Church 
is in the world to serve and to save. We must 
let our influence be felt in every phase of life.” 


The Minority Report lost by a vote of 288 
to 124. 


Dr. John A. McLean of St. Johns Presbytery 
asked that the Majority Report be amended 
to request the Committee on Christian Rela- 
tions to give due consideration to all viewpoints 
within the church. This amendment was 
adopted. 


Observations 
1. The Assembly had a good start with em- 
phasis on Evangelism. Rev. Al Dimmock is 
doing a laudable work in the promotion of 
Evangelism throughout our Church. The Pre- 
Assembly Conference on Evangelism had its 
largest attendance this year. 


Dr. Elmer Homrighausen of Princeton Semi- 
nary was by a wide margin the outstanding 
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speaker of this conference. His addresses will 
long be remembered for their high quality of 
content and the fervor of their delivery. 


A number of commissioners were disappoint- 
ed with several speakers on the program this 
year. This was felt especially in the area of 
the theology of evangelism. One of the seminar 
leaders introduced material alien to the official 
theology of our Communion. We feel sure this 
will not be repeated. Writing as a friend of 
the Division, we would express the hope that 
one of the assigned topics for next year will 
be “The Theology of Evangelism.” 


2. There was a continual emphasis at this 


Assembly from the opening night until the 
last session, on “unity.” This emphasis is whole- 
some and necessary. Unfortunately, the char- 
acter of this unity was never mentioned. 


We believe that the basic unity in a Confes- 
sional Church must be a theological unity. All 
who seek to disturb this theological unity have 
a heavy responsibility resting on them. During 
the many years in which we have reported the 
deliberations of the Assembly we do not recall 
seeing so many violations of this theological 
unity. At the time when the discussion took 
place on the overture from Brazos Presbytery 
which requested certain deletions from the chap- 
ter dealing with predestination, voices were 
heard attacking the official and responsible the- 
ology of our Standards. Some even called for 
“a radical revision of the Confession of Faith.” 
As long as delinquencies of this kind prevail 
in the Church the prospect for unity is dim. 
We have never been able to understand how 
ministers could voluntarily subscribe to def- 
inite theological Standards and then have the 
audacity to stand up and attack them. Here 
is the spot where we must look for the lack 
of unity we have within our fellowship of 
believers. 


In the light of these attacks on the Confes- 
sion it is most regrettable that Commissioner 
Morton Smith’s resolution was ruled out of 
order. Professor Smith sought to put before 
the Assembly the following resolution: 


“Whereas the Standards of our Church clear- 
ly affirm the glorious Biblical doctrine of the 
absolute Sovereignty of God, and 


Whereas there have been on the floor of 
this Assembly a number of remarks that have 
been openly critical of our Standards at this 
point, which, if not answered, may convey to 
the world at this time of so much uncertainty, 
the impression that the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States is not settled regarding 
this glorious doctrine of the faith, and 


Whereas, it is the duty of Church councils to 
bear witness to the truth and to condemn er- 
roneous opinions and practices, 
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Be it resolved that this 98th General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States reaffirms its honest adherence to the Con- 
fessional Standards of our Church, namely, the 
Westminster Confession of Faith, the Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms.” 


§. Furthermore, our leaders at this Assembly 
stressed “the peace” of the Church and it, too, 
should be stressed. It is the will of God that 
brethren dwell together in peace. No one 
should ever minimize this heavenly quality. It 
is obvious, however, that our Standards unite 
“purity” with “peace” but “purity” was never 
mentioned. So far as we can recall it was not 
mentioned one time. The Scriptures give a high 
priority to purity. “But the wisdom that is 
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality and without hypoc- 
risy.” (James 3:17) 


4. The spirit of the 1958 Assembly was ex- 
cellent. In all that was said during these days 
very little could be criticized as characterized 
by a bitter spirit. On the whole the commis- 
sioners exercised remarkable restraint and Chris- 
tian self-control. 


5. Mr. Bluford Hestir and his staff continue 
to do a superb job in the field of publicity. 
This phase of service facilitates the work of 
reporters and gets the news out to the church 
quickly and accurately. 


6. The overall picture of the progress of 
our church is bright. In most every report 
there were signs of advance in the various de- 
partments of our Communion. While there 
is no room for complacency there is abundant 
reason for gratitude to God among us. God 
is working in our midst today. 


Women’s Work 


Mrs. L. M. McCutcheon informed the Assembly 
that the special Bible study of the Gospel of Luke 
with the study book “Meet Dr. Luke” by Dr. 
Addison Leitch, had been most favorably received.. 
Also she said that the Birthday Gift was the largest 
on record totaling $215,159. After the cost of 
promotion had been deducted, $102,904 was made 
available to medical work in Korea and a like 
sum to the Student Work in Mexico. 3500 women 
participated in Synodical Training Schools and 
Adult Conferences. 


Standing Committee on 


Christianity and Health 

The Assembly voted to continue the permanent 
committee on Christianity and Health and asked 
that it continue its work in this field. The As- 
sembly authorized the Stated Clerk to print part 
of the report of the permanent committee for 1958 
entitled “Healing From God Through Men” and 
distribute it to every minister, director of Christian 
Education and missionary of our church. 
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LESSON FOR JUNE 1 









Background Scripture: 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 1 


A New Leader Commissioned 


Numbers 27:12-23; Deuteronomy 34:9-12; Joshua 1 


It was very natural to select Joshua as the man to take the place of Moses and be the new leader 
for Israel. He was the son of Nun and Moses changed his name from Oshea to Joshua. He was 











By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


commander of the Israelites in their battle with the Amalekites whom they defeated. He was with 
Moses on Sinai. He was one of the twelve spies, representing the tribe of Ephraim. He and Caleb 
had urged the people to go up at once and possess the land, and they had been rewarded by being 


allowed to go into the land of Canaan. He 
was well equipped both in experience and in 
character. 


Psalm 1 describes the blessedness of the man 
who walks not after the counsel of the ungodly, 
nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sitteth 
in the seat of the scornful. He is also a man who 
delights in the law of God. Joshua was such 
a man, and he had “good success,” for not one 
good thing which God promised did He fail 
to perform. Joshua, the leader of Israel, is a 
type of the Great Captain of our salvation who 
leads us into a better land than Canaan, even 
into a rest that remains to the people of God. 
(See Hebrews 4:8,9) 


I. Joshua Chosen to be the New Leader: 
Numbers 27:12-23. 

Moses, on account of his sin at Meribah in 
Kadesh, was not allowed to lead Israel into 
the Promised Land. That sin is described as 
rebellion and a failure to sanctify the Lord 
in the eyes of the congregation. It is thus 
explained in The New Analytical Bible: “No 
doubt the patience of Moses had been severely 
tried and when God commanded him to strike 
the rock his impatience and disgust obscured 
the fact that it was Jehovah at work in this 
miraculous act. ‘Must we fetch you water out 
of this rock?’ was an unfortunate gesture. It 
is the only instance recorded of Israel’s great 
leader being in error, but it was a_ serious 
defection. He failed to glorify God and in 
that moment placed himself in a wholly wrong 
relation to Israel. He took upon him the char- 
acter of Jehovah in doing what only Jehovah 
could do.” We, too, can easily commit this sin. 
How careful we must be to always glorify God 
in the eyes of the congregation! Satan can 
easily lead us astray: we must beware of the 
wiles of the devil. Many besides Moses have 
failed right at this point. 


Moses submitted to this rebuke and chasten- 
ing as only the meekest of men could. God 
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softened the punishment by allowing him to 
see the land, and Moses was one of the two 
men who talked with Jesus on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. He asks God to set a man 
over the congregation, and God said to him, 
“Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man in 
whom is the spirit, and lay thine hand upon 
him ... and thou shalt put some of thine 
honor upon him.” And Moses did as the Lord 
commanded him. No mere man is indispensable, 
not even as great a man as Moses. It is a 
great satisfaction to see someone take over the 
work which has been upon our hearts for a 
long time. Some of us older preachers can 
understand how Moses felt and how he gladly, 
and yet sorrowfully, prepared to leave his people 
whom he loved so dearly, to another leader, 
even though this new leader was a Joshua. The 
work of the kingdom must go on, and God has 
a Joshua ready to take the place of a Moses. 


II. The Greatness of Moses: 
Deuteronomy 34:9-12. 


These closing verses of the book of Deuter- 
onomy sum up for us in a few words God’s 
estimate of Moses’ character and work. The 
greatness of the new leader, Joshua, is partly 
due to the fact that Moses laid his hands upon 
him, and in this way transferred some of his 
honor upon him. 


“And there arose not a prophet since in 
Israel like unto Moses, whom the Lord knew 
face to face, and in all the signs and the won- 
ders which the Lord sent him to do in the 
land of Egypt to Pharaoh, and to all his ser- 
vants, and to all the land, and in all that 
mighty hand, and in all the great terror which 
Moses shewed in the sight of all Israel.” I 
think we can safely place Moses as the greatest 
man in the Old Testament. When we come 
to the New Testament we naturally think of 
the Apostle Paul as the most outstanding mere 








PAGE 19 


man. Moses as a prophet was a type of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, for God said, the Lord thy 
God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from 
the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto 
me; unto Him ye shall hearken. (Deut. 18:15) 


III. God’s Call and Charge to Joshua: 
Joshua 1:1-9. 


The time has come for Joshua to assume 
full command. “Moses my servant is dead now 
therefore arise.” To follow a man like Moses 
was no easy task, and Joshua must have felt 
his need of all the encouragement that God 
could give him. 


His call starts with the command to go over 
and take possession of the land which God 
had given them. No one knew better than 
Joshua the strength of the enemy they were 
to face, and also the weakness of his own 
people. They had tried the patience of Moses 
and were given to complaining and murmuring. 


Joshua had lived among them for these forty 
years. He must have felt somewhat overwhelmed 
and perhaps discouraged. 


This command is followed by a promise, or 
series of promises. The first is a plain and 
broad assurance that the land was theirs, for 
the Lord had given it to them. The “cup of 
iniquity” of the Canaanites was full now, and 
the Judge of all the earth was giving their 
land to the Israelites in fulfillment of His 
promise to Abraham. 


Then there follow some further promises and 
words of encouragement. There is the promise 
of victory over their enemies: There shall not 
any man be able to stand before thee all the 
days of thy life; as I was with Moses, so I will be 
with thee; I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 
Joshua had seen what God had done for Moses, 
and these words would reassure him. God 
had performed wonders and signs and been 
ever present with Moses. This great promise 
would act like a tonic to Joshua. 


Then comes a word of exhortation: Be 
strong and of a good courage. Joshua was to 
rely upon the presence and promises of an 
omnipotent God. These words remind us of 
Paul’s exhortation, Be strong in the Lord and 
in the power of His might. The source of 
Joshua’s strength was Jehovah. The courage 
he was to have would come from God. 


There follows another promise: for unto this 
people shalt thou divide for an inheritance 
the land which I swore unto their fathers to 
give them. He would accomplish the task 
which had been assigned to hia. Only be 
thou strong and very courageous that thou 
mayest observe to do according to all the law 
which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn 
not from it to the right hand nor to the left, 
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that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou 
goest. Obedience to the law is the condition 
attached to these promises. Joshua would pros- 
per in his work as long as he was obedient to 
God’s law. The book of the law was to be 
his companion and guide. Only by meditation 
upon it, and obedience to it, could he have 
“good success.” It would be well in our day 
to take these words to heart. We want America 
to be prosperous and have good success. How 
may this be done? Only as we meditate upon 
the Word of God and obey its commands. 
Righteousness exalts a nation, it makes us pros- 
perous and gives good success. A disobedient, 
sinful nation can never achieve good success 
or be really prosperous. Again God assures 
Joshua that He is with him. 

IV. Joshua’s Response to the Call: 1:1-18. 

Joshua’s response was in the form of a com- 
mand to the people to make immediate prep- 
arations for possessing the land which had 
been promised to them. He does not seem to 
have hesitated or remonstrated as Moses did 
when he was called to go down to Egypt and 
lead the Israelites out of bondage. Perhaps it 
was the soldier in Joshua that made him quickly 
and readily obey. 

He reminds the Reubenites and Gadites and 
half tribe of Manasseh of their promise to go 
with their brethren and help them conquer 
the land. These tribes had been given their 
inheritance on “this side,” or the East side 
of Jordan, but with the understanding that 
they would go over and help the other tribes. 
(See Numbers 32). They agreed to this and 
promised to hearken to Joshua even as they had 
to Moses. They urge Joshua to be strong and 
of a good courage. 

Jesus (our Joshua) calls us to follow Him as 
good soldiers. We are not fighting with carnal 
weapons, but we have a conquest to make. 
Our Promised Land, our Land of Rest, is to 
be entered by faith. We are weak, but He is 
strong. We get our strength from the Lord. 
Are we as prompt to answer the call as Joshua 
was? or do we hesitate and fail to enter in and 
take possession? Let us fear that a promise 
being left us lest we fail to enter in because of 
unbelief. How often the church has failed to 
go in and possess the land? We are like Israel 
at Kadesh Barnea. Let us be like Israel and 
Joshua as again they stand on the border of the 
land. They now have their second chance to 
make good. A new generation is to do what 
the older generation failed to do. Are we having 
a second chance today? 








MONTREAT HOUSE FOR RENT—Garage Apart- 
ment—3 bedrooms, 2 baths, living-dining room, 
kitchen. Price: $100 for June, $300 for July- 
August. Write P. O. Drawer C., Montreat, N. C., 


or Phone Black Mountain NOrth 9-8448, or 
9-6811. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 1 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Is It Worth Your Life? 


Scripture: Matthew 6:24-33 

Suggested Hymns: 
“Give Of Your Best To The Master” 
“Living For Jesus” 
“O Master Let Me Walk With Thee” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

Last week we investigated ways of determin- 
ing what particular work God is calling us to 
do. We are continuing the same investigation 
this week from a slightly different point of 
view. 


When a person enters a certain occupation 
he is actually investing his life in that work. 
We can be quite sure that God does not call 
anyone into an occupation which is not worth 
his life and his labor. In discovering God's 
will for our lives it will help to look into 
the very nature of some of the types of work 
we have been considering. Are they worth all 


that we are planning to put into them? By 
making this kind of study we shall be able to 
eliminate some jobs from our consideration and 
we shall likely highlight others as being especial- 
ly good. 


First Speaker: 

Some occupations are worthy by nature and 
others are not. Some are wholesome and help- 
ful while others are trivial and harmful. Some 
serve to glorify God, and others are an offense 
to Him. We are sure that God would not 
call a person to use his life as a gambler, a 
thief, or a bootlegger. There are other jobs 
which are not so positively evil, but which 
are still not actually good. In some places it 
is not against the law to manufacture and 
sell fireworks, but it is highly questionable 
whether any good to God or man is accom- 
plished by it. As we think about different types 
of work it will help us if we will classify 
them according to their being good, bad, or 
indifferent. 


(On a blackboard or large sheet of paper 
write the three headings suggested above, and 
ask the young people to suggest occupations 


which belong under each. Discuss why each job 
is rated as it is.) 


Second Speaker: 
It surely helps to know which kinds of work 
are really worthwhile, but such knowledge is 
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still a long way from being the answer to 
our problem of what God wants us to do 
specifically. We cannot solve the problem of 
our calling by just closing our eyes and choosing 
any one of the worthwhile jobs. What will 
be God’s calling for one person will not be His 
calling for us at all. 


As we noticed last week, God usually calls 
us into the kind of work for which our abilities 
best fit us. As we look into the worthwhile 
occupations open to us we should give con- 
sideration to the use they will make of our 
abilities. God will likely call us to do the 
things which we can do best, but we must re- 
member that we can be mistaken about our 
own abilities. Moses had misgivings about his 
abilities for leadership, but God made of him 
one of the greatest leaders the world has ever 
known. In any case, God’s calling deserves 
the very best we can give to it. 


Third Speaker: 


As we ask ourselves the question, “Is it 
worth my life?”, we need to examine our ideas 
of worth and value. According to the judgment 
of many, an occupation is not -worthy unless 
it leads to success . . . success in terms of 
fame and financial fortune. Are fame and 
fortune the best measures of real success? There 
have been many persons who attained both 
fame and wealth who were successful in the 
eyes of God, but there have been many others 
both poor and unknown who were just as suc- 
cessful according to God’s judgment. What is 
required to be successful in God’s sight? The 
life which glorifies God and is helpful to other 
people is always worthwhile in the estimation 
of God. Jesus Christ was neither rich nor 
famous, as men measure fame, but He glorified 
His Father and He ministered to His people, 
and that constituted success. We need to re- 
member that God counts many occupations 
as being very worthy which the worldly mind 
disdains. 


(Ask the young people to suggest some un- 
glamorous occupations through which God can 
be glorified and others can be helped. Example: 
there is no fame or fortune in motherhood, 
but who has done more than our mothers to 
glorify God and serve others?) 
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Any Three Separate Titles Listed Below Will Be 
Sent Postpaid For $5.00 


The Basis of Millenial Faith _.......$2.00 
By Floyd E. Hamilton 


Why 1000 Years? . meron $2.50 
By Wm. Masselink 


Crucial Questions About 
The Kingdom of God __ $3.00 
By George E. Ladd 


John Calvin: Expository Preacher __ $2.50 
By Leroy Nixon 


The Trial of Jesus Christ - Js ae 
By Frank J. Powell 


Supreme Authority... == Ss $2..00 
By Novell Geldenhuys 


The Gospel of The Spirit _._______ $1.50 
By Samuel Eyles Pierce 


Studies in Theology ...._————S& $3.50 


By Loraine Boettner 


The Reformed Doctrine 
— fl ES a 
By Boehl 


The Reformed Doctrine of Adoption . 
By R. A. Webb 


The Faith of Christendom 
By Vander Meulen 
Christianity and Liberalism 

By J. Gresham Machen 


The Presbyterian Conflict = 
By Edwin H. Rian 


By Gordon H. Clark 


The Impact of Christianity on 
the Non-Christian World __._ ———* $2.50 
By Dr. J. H. Bavinck 


ea 
By John Bunyan 


The. March of Truth __._.___——-—S& $2.50 
By Dr. Stephen Szabo 


The Gospel of Ezekiel __ 
By Thomas Guthrie 


The Life of Mark A. Matthews __ 
By Dr. Ezra P. Giboney 


The Reformed Doctrine 
of Fee ee 


By Loraine Boettner 


_....... $2.95 


_...$2.00 





By Loraine Boettner 


Christianity Rightly So Called 
By Samuel G. Craig 


Who Say Ye ThatI Am SS $2.50 
By Wm. Childs Robinson 


Knowing the Scriptures ___.___. 
By A. T. Pierson 


Lord of Glory _.._- 
By B. B. Warfield 


The Plan of Salvation 
By B. B. Warfield 


The Gospel Mystery 
of Sanctification 
By Walter Marshall 


Manual of Reformed Doctrine 
By Prof. W. Heyns 


Israel and the New Covenant 
By Roger Campbell 


God Transcendent and 


Other Sermons _.... 
By Gresham Machen 


_—._...$3.95 
—_ 


_______ $1.58 


_____.. $2.50 


By J. M. Spier 


By Sir Robert Anderson 


The Doctrines of Grace _____ $3.95 
By George S. Bishop 


The Infallibility of the Church ___ $3.00 
By George D. Salmon 


Order From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 





MAY 14, 1958 


PAGE 23 











NEWS “ 





CHURCHE 


CHES 4 








GEORGIA 


Cherokee Presbytery will hold its Stated Spring 
Meeting at the Cloudland Presbyterian Church, 
Tuesday, May 20th, starting at 10:00 A. M. 


Features of the program include a sermon by 
Dr. Wallace Alston, Moderator of the Synod of 
Georgia, and the President of Agnes Scott Col- 
lege; and an address by Dr. Eugene Daniel, Can- 
didate Secretary of the Board of World Missions, 
Nashville, Tenn. The Rev. Dennis Ketchem, pastor 
of the Reynolds-Miller Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, Rome, Ga., will moderate the meeting, 
and the Rev. Robert C. Pooley, Jr., Executive Sec- 
retary of the Presbytery, will serve as Stated 
Clerk, and the Rev. William F. Lee, of Menlo, 
pastor of the Alpine, Beersheba and Cloudland 
Churches will serve as Permanent Clerk. 


A petition to organize a new Presbyterian 
Church on the Powers Ferry Road, Marietta, will 
be presented by a group representing the First 
Presbyterian Church of Marietta, sponsors of the 
new church, to be known as the John Knox Pres- 
byterian Church. This group has already entered 
the beautiful first unit completed recently, and 
services under the leadership of the Rev. M. McK. 
Calhoun, Associate Minister of the First Presby- 
terian Church, have started. 

Robert C. Pooley, Jr. 





Foreign Student Dinner 


Decatur, Ga.—The Clairmon Presbyterian Church 
conducted a unique program which was suggested 
and directed by Mrs. Charles L. Jones, Jr., of this 
church, in the form of a Foreign Student Dinner. 
Members of the church were Sponsor Families for 
individual students, invited them to the dinner 
and took the responsibility for future contact 
through friendship for a later visit in the home. 

The list of foreign students was limited to the 
Far East because of the large number present in 
the Atlanta area and included students from China, 
Japan, Korea, India, Formosa, Thailand, Burma, 
and Malaya. The total number of students present 
was 27 with sponsor families for each. These 
students are now attending Georgia Tech, Emory 


University, Agnes Scott, and Columbia Theological 
Seminary. 


The program consisted of enjoyable games in 
which young and old participated. 


To encourage other churches to have a similar 
program, Mrs. Jones says the enthusiasm on the 
ery of the Sponsor Families was very low at first 

ut grew as the dinner approached and reached 
a terrific climax at the dinner, and was well worth 
the efforts of all who helped. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Maxton—Annual achievement tests were taken 
by all sophomores at Presbyterian Junior College 
for two days the past week. Thirty-seven sopho- 
mores at Presbyterian Junior College participated 
in the annual testing program. The tests are ad- 
ministered each year in order to counsel and prop- 
erly guide each student in his further progress. 
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Also, the test results aid the faculty of the college 
in evaluating the instructional program and its 
efficiency. 


The Sequential Tests of Educational Progress 
were used in testing the sophomores this year. The 
five tests used in the series include reading, writ- 
ing, mathematics, science and social studies. Each 
student will discuss these tests results with his 
faculty advisor; his studying will be shown in 
comparison with other P.J.C. students and with 
sophomores on a national basis. 





Charlotte—Dr. Mary L. Gambrell, professor of 
history at Hunter College, New York City, and the 
Rev. James E. Fogartie, minister of Myers Park 
Presbyterian Church, will be the featured speakers 
at Queens College for the commencement events, 
June 1-2. Mr. Fogartie will preach the bacca- 
laureate sermon in Belk Chapel on June 1, and 
Dr. Gambrell will deliver the commencement ad- 
dress on June 2, also in the chapel. 


Dr. Gambrell, a native of South Carolina, re- 
ceived her A.B. degree from Greenville Woman’s 
College, now Furman University which institution 
awarded her the honorary degree doctor of letters 
in 1951. Her master of arts and doctor of philos- 
ophy degrees are from Columbia University. She 
was a member of the teaching staff of the New 
Haven Connecticut State Teachers College before 
joining the faculty of Hunter College in 1937. 


Mr. Fogartie, a member of the college Board of 
Trustees, came to Charlotte in 1955 from the First 
Presbyterian Church in Fort Smith, Arkansas. He 
holds the B.A. and M.A. degrees from the Uni- 
versity of Texas, the B.D. degree from Austin 
Theological Seminary, and is continuing summer 
study for a doctorate in theology at Union Theolog- 
ical Seminary, Richmond, Virginia, from which 
institution he holds the master’s degree in theology. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton — Seven more outstanding high school 
seniors have been awarded Founder’s Scholarships 
to Presbyterian College, Student Dean A. J. Thacks- 
ton announced today. 


They are: Tom Carlisle of Lyman; Robert L. 
Bethea of Louisville, Ga.; Miss Mary Jo Sistrunk 
of Jacksonville Beach, Fla.; Andrew C. McGaughey 
III of Marietta, Ga.; Jimmy Thompson of Manning; 
Miss Alice Frances Watkins of Augusta, Ga.; and 
Carl W. Adams of Shaw Air Force Base. 


Col. Thackston said these recipients complete 
the group to receive four-year Founder’s awards 
for the session beginning next September. He 
earlier had announced Gerald Pitts of Laurens and 
Sanders Reed of McClellanville as the winners of 
the two top grants in this program. 


The largest scholarships provided each recipient 
with $2,000 toward the next four years of study 
at Presbyterian College, at the rate of $500 per 
year. Grants to the group announced today range 
up to $1,600 each for the four years. 


Thackston pointed out the Founder’s Scholar- 
ships are awarded competitively on the basis of 
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intellect, qualities of leadership and character. A 
group of 21 finalists, selected from among scores 
of applicants, visited the PC campus last month 
for additional tests and interviews. Recipients 
were chosen from among these seniors. 





Clinton—Bob Bean of Marietta, Ga., will edit 
the 1958 student handbook at Presbyterian College, 
according to the announcement made today by the 
sponsoring Student Christian Association. 


He succeeds Olice H. Embry, Jr., of Birmingham 
as head of the Knapsack, handbook published each 
fall as a guide to incoming freshmen. 


Immediately upon his selection, Bean announced 
these staff members to assist him: Blue Currie of 
Great Falls, business manager; Vernon Workman 
of Newberry, managing editor; Toby Hunter of 
Simpsonville, associate editor; Frank Richbourg 
of Pinewood, layout editor; Buster Rollins of 
Decatur, Ga., activities; Rohe Eshbaugh of Louis- 
ville, Ky., military; Dave Magee af Atlanta, Ga., 
fraternity; Hil McGirt of Maxton, N. C., sports 
and Bobby Hafner of Chester, photographer. 





Clinton—Theta Chi social fraternity at Presby- 
terian College is under the leadership of a new 
president, Richard C. Cushnie of Vienna, Va. 


He was chosen by fellow brothers of Beta Psi 
chapter to succeed Robert Taylor of Heath Springs 
in this capacity. A rising junior at PC, Cushie 
will direct his fraternity’s activities for the coming 
year. 


The recent elections also found James Camp of 
Clinton stepping up as vice-president; Tony Gavalas 
of Augusta, Ga., as secretary; Frank Richbourg of 
Pinewood, as treasurer; and Richard Sanders of 
Woodruff, as pledge chairman. 





VIRGINIA 


Norfolk Presbytery met April 15, 1958 in the 
Calvin Presbyterian Church, Norfolk, Virginia. Rev. 
L. R. Harrison, Pastor. 


Rev. Langdon M. Henderlite, missionary to Bra- 
zil, was elected Moderator, Rev. Marshall J. Pilken- 
ton, Vice-Moderator and Rev. J. Jefferson Monroe, 
Temporary Clerk. 


Rev. David H. W. Burr was received from Lex- 
ington Presbytery and will be installed pastor of 
the Royster Memorial Church, Norfolk, Va., and 
Rev. Samuel D. McCammon, Jr. was received from 
Hanover Presbytery and will be installed pastor 
of the Green Acres Church, Portsmouth, Va. 


Rev. Scott Yorke Pharr accepted a call to the 
newly organized Christ Church, Norfolk, Virginia, 
and a Commission was appointed to install him. 


Rev. James Coolidge Chambers, first pastor of 
our Negro Presbyterian Church, asked that his 
pastoral relations be dissolved and that he be trans- 
ferred to the Presbytery of Southern Virginia, 
Synod of Catawba, Presbyterian Church U.S.A. 
that his work may begin there the first of May, 
1958. The request was granted. 


The following young men were examined as 
candidates for the ministry and after approval 
were placed on the roll of candidates: William 
Gearhart of the Royster Memorial Church, John 
McCoy of Knox and Donald Pilkenton of the 
Cradock Church. 


Candidate R. E. Randolph was dismissed to the 
Presbytery of Atlanta. The Chairman of the 
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Committee announced that we now have thirty-one 
candidates on the roll. 


The presbytery elected an additional minister 
and ruling elder, with alternates to each, as Com- 
missioners to the General Assembly since the final 
totals show that the communicants reported were 
20,071 and ministers 69 making a total of 21,140. 
These were Rev. Langdon M. Henderlite, principal 
and Rev. Luther Shick, alternate, and Ruling 
Elder James Cunningham, Principal, and Thomas 
Murrell, alternate. 


The next meeting will be in the Royster Me- 
morial Church, Norfolk, Va., at 10 A.M., July 


15, 1958. 
W. W. Grover, Stated Clerk 
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THE APOSTLES’ DOCTRINE OF THE ATONE- 
MENT. George Smeaton. Zondervan. $5.95. 


Dr. Smeaton starts with the conviction that 
we cannot attain a full view of the New Testa- 
ment doctrine on the subject of the atonement 
except in a Biblical-historical way. This work, 
therefore, is Biblical with the design to embody 
positive truth according to the setting in which 
the doctrine is placed in the apostolic documents. 
The author insists that the doctrine of the atone- 
ment, being a matter of pure revelation, all our 
information as to its nature must be drawn sim- 
ply from the Scriptures. Because of this, the 
sole inquiry of the Christian student is, “What, 
according to the Lord and His apostles, does the 
historic fact of the atonement objectively con- 
sist and what are its constituent elements?” This 
method constrains one to listen to the Word of 
God and not to the speculations and wisdom of 
men. The author underscores the fact that we 
can think the very thoughts of Christ and His 
apostles on the subject. It would be difficult 
to find a more consistent or a more satisfying 
exposition of the pure Biblical doctrine of the 
atonement. This volume is a veritable gold mine 
for gospel preaching. 





FOUNTAINS OF FAITH. Thomas Douglas 
Bateman. Pelican Publishing Co. $2.75. 


Thomas Douglas Bateman was born in England. 
At the age of 19 he went to Canada as a mis- 
sionary among the lumberjacks. From there he 
went to Michigan working among the miners in 
the northern part of the state. Coming south 
he studied theology at Columbia Theological Semi- 
nary. His longest and greatest pastorate was in 
Columbus, Mississippi, where he served the First 
Presbyterian Church for 21 years. 


This book begins with reminiscences of the 
author called “I Like to Remember.” Then fol- 
lows prayers given in pastorates, prayers used on 
special occasions, prayers before group organiza- 
tions, prayers of comfort in bereavement and 
sermons and talks. 


For the most part this volume is most helpful 
and contains a number of striking thoughts. Oc- 
casionally we find a few things that make us 
rub our eyes. For instance, the author begins 
by saying, “I was born lucky!” This is hardly 
good Presbyterian theology. The volume also con- 
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tains a talk at the funeral of a Jewish friend. 
In this talk the author said, “I lose a friend but 
through the mercies of God I shall look forward 
with gladness to seeing him again when the mists 
have rolled away.” If this Jewish friend had 
accepted Christ before his death this remark 
would be most appropriate. If he rejected Christ 
then this is mighty poor Christian theology. 


For the most part, however, this book abounds 
in splendid observations and excellent insights. 
For example, on the question of outlawing war, 
the author comments, “Those who find the hope 
of peace in general throwing away of present 
armaments must surely remember that men fought 
and killed with clubs and rocks in the long ago. 

. God has a peace plan in which I believe. 
It is in His book but as long as men ignore that 
and follow their own desires and schemes and 
dreams, I’m afraid that generation after genera- 
tion will continue to suffer from the expressions 
of sin in all the old shapes and in the new 
ones — and war will be among these.” 


There are many words of wisdom and strength 
in this volume. Despite a few lapses of expres- 
sion and theological precision, this book is worth- 
while, and should be of real value to ministers of 
the gospel. 

—J.R.R. 





COMMENTARY ON THE FIRST EPISTLE TO 
THE CORINTHIANS, Volumes 1 and 2. F. Godet. 
Zondervan. $5.95 per volume; 2 volumes, $9.90. 


F. L. Godet was born in Neuchatel, Switzer- 
land, October 25, 1812, and died in 1900. He 
was educated in the leading theological schools 
of Germany. He served as a pastor in Neuchatel 
and later as professor of exegetical and critical 
theology in the theological school of the National 
Church of the Canton from 1850 to 1878. 


Godet was one of the greatest exegetes in his 
day. He wrote a number of commentaries. None 
excel his two volumes on I Corinthians. This 
work is characterized by keen analysis, spiritual 
insight, brilliant exegesis, and an interesting qual- 
ity of expression. Zondervan has done well to 
include this set in the Classic Commentary Library. 
Here is a rich inheritance of exegetical material 
that will enrich the preaching of any Christian 
minister. 





, — CONCORDANCE. Fleming H. Revell. 
1.95. 


Revell has abridged Cruden’s Concordance in 
this popular edition and now presents it in inex- 
pensive form. It is convenient to carry and has 
all the references most often needed. Also in- 
cluded are several pages of useful Bible informa- 
tion on chronology, characteristics of the various 
books, Bible customs and symbolism. 














WHAT PRESBYTERIANS BELIEVE 


An Exposition of the 
Westminster Confession 
By Gordon H. Clark 
Single Copies $2.00 
$15.00 per Dozen Postpaid 


Sent Free for One New Subscription to 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
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For a teen-age boy or 


girl and up to 25. 


LITTLE JETTS 
YOUTH 
TALKS 


(Illustrated) 


By Wade C. Smith 





Here Are Some Of The Chapter Titles: 


Tight Places Jonah’s Boner 

Two Stalwarts Salt 

Your Empire Magic Fire 

A Notorious Liar Idols 

Profanity Lightning 

Room “A-Plenty Mistakes 

“Wimpy“ From Waterboy to President 
Making A Living Jericho 

Wanted: A Man The Sandwich Man 
The Spark The Blueprint 

One Hundred Percent Grasshoppers 

A Real Fellow Thou Shalt Not Steal 
At Home The Great Game 
Prejudice Two Morticians 
“Giz” A Star For Christmas 
Mystery Eiffel Tower 


God’s Signature Jacob Made Over 
Sir Bartle What Price Glory 
Ase’s Death Whistling In The Basement 
“So” A Woman Sparkplug 
Special Little Jetts etching on the fly-leaf and 
Autographed by the author if requested. 
Price $2.00 Postpaid 
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JAMS, JELLIES and/or CHRISTIANS 
CHRISTIAN, COMMIT YOURSELF 
Paul S. Rees, F. H. Revell Co. 


Dr. Sam Shoemaker tells of a day when he 
sat in the rear of a church room while an official 
of a ladies organization told some forty women 
who were present how they might operate a 
“church pantry,” bringing in jams and jellies for 
the support of an orphanage and some other 
benevolent institutions in which they were inter- 
ested. That very day, over the dining table, Dr. 
Shoemaker asked the lady who had given the 
“pep” talk how many of the ladies of her organi- 
zation ever got out and did something for the 
“street-women” in the notorious southern part 
of that city. She said, “You know, it’s curious. 
There are several of those girls of the street in 
a hospital, and only yesterday I called up four- 
teen of our ladies to see if some of them could 
not go down and visit these girls, but they all 
declined.” In telling the story Dr. Shoemaker 
applied the fiery lash as he said in conclusion: 
“Orange marmalade is a good deal easier to make 
than Christians!” 





ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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MANY members of our Church have made a Gift that Lives Forever 
—by creating a Memorial Fund—either in their own names or in 
those of loved ones—with the Board of World Missions. These funds 
are carefully invested and the income serves year after year as a 
continuous contribution to the support of Foreign Missions. 


A MEMORIAL perpetuates both the memory of the one thus honored 


and the Christian influence of the donor throughout the years. 


MEMORIAL FUNDS may be started with a small amount and added 
to from time to time by the founder or by others who may wish to 
do so. Many such funds on our books have grown to substantial 
proportions. 


IF YOU are interested, we will be happy to furnish further informa- 
tion and to provide assistance in setting up a Memorial exactly as 
you wish. Just write— 






CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 





) |] Boarp or Wor LD Missions 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 








POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN, 


“To Foretgu Misstous a Suare 
(8 TO 















MAY 14, 1958 











A Forgotten Person ? 


The above person represents a fulltime lay employee in a 
local church or executive branch who has no retirement in- 
come, other than social security in some cases, to look forward 
to. She is efficient, conscientious, loyal, dedicated and cour- 
teous—but perhaps about ready to seek other employment that 
will offer better benefits in old age. It’s good business to look 
into 


Employees’ Annuity Fund 
All fulltime employees are eligible, D.C.E., Sexton, Clerks, ete. 


Cost is less than in secular business. Employees share cost. 


Write for full information 


BOARD of ANNUITIES & RELIEF 
341-C Ponce de Leon Ave. N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 

Charles J. Currie, Ex. Sec. 
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